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Violenta in familie este un fenomen istoric
care a rezultat din societdtile patriarhale caracte-
rizate prin dezechilibrul dintre femei si barbati de
care se conduc, in continuare, comunitdtile rome.
Progresul societdtii nu a determinat insd ruperea
totald de trecut, comunitdtile de romi dovedind o
rezistentd mai mare decdt majoritatea populatiei
la influentele externe. Diversitatea relatiilor de
rudenie in comunitdtile de romi si a obiceiurilor
caracteristice fiecdruia a constituit un element
care a asigurat pdstrarea identitdtii rome, indi-
ferent de timp si sistem politic. Astfel, barbatii in
continuare detin monopolul violentei si controlul
pe care il exercitd asupra femeii si a altor membri
de familie, deoarece cred cd sunt indreptdtiti sd o
facd, fapt care derivd din traditiile si regulile isto-
rice ale romilor.

in astfel de situatii fenomenul violentei in fa-
milie in comunitdtile de romi are un grad mare de
latentd, iar autoritdtile publice trebuie sd acorde
o atentie sporitd mdsurilor de interventie pro-ac-
tivd, in special prin activitdti de prevenire victimo-
logica, ceea ce va contribui la prevenirea timpurie
si eradicarea acestui fenomen negativ.

Cuvinte-cheie: violentd, familie, romi, tigani,
traditii, patriarhal, putere, control, subordonare,
sdrdcie, cersetorie, prevenire.

Domestic violence is a historical phenomenon
that resulted from patriarchal societies charac-
terized by the imbalance between women and
men, which continue to rule the Roma communi-
ties. However, the progress of society did not de-
termine the total break with the past, the Roma
communities proving a greater resistance than
the majority of the population to external influ-
ences. The diversity of kinship relationships in
Roma communities and the customs character-
istic of each constituted an element that ensured
the preservation of Roma identity regardless of
time and political system. Thus, men continue to
have the monopoly of violence and the control
they exercise over women and other family mem-
bers because they believe they are entitled to do
it, which derives from the historical traditions and
rules of the Roma.

In such situations, the phenomenon of family
violence in Roma communities has a high degree
of latency and public authorities must pay more
attention to pro-active intervention measures, es-
pecially through victimological prevention activi-
ties, which will contribute to early prevention and
the eradication of this negative phenomenon.

Keywords: violence, family, Roma, Gypsies,
traditions, patriarchal, power, control, subordina-
tion-donation, poverty, begging, prevention.

INTRODUCERE.

Violenta In familie este una dintre cele
mai raspandite forme de Incalcare a drepturi-
lor omului. Studiile Tn acest domeniu arata ca
orice clasa sociald, rasa sau nationalitate se
confrunta cu acest fenomen. Aceasta constitu-
ie o Incercare de a scoate in evidenta caracte-
rul comun al experientei victimelor cand este
vorba de violentd in bazi de gen. Insi femeile
au pus la indoiala asumarea similitudinii si au
subliniat nevoia de a cunoaste diversitatea ca-
zurilor de violentd Impotriva femeii, In raport
cu diferitele tipuri de violenta si cu posibilita-
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INTRODUCTION.

Domestic violence is one of the most
widespread forms of human rights violations.
Studies in this field indicate that every social
class, race, or nationality faces this phenome-
non. This constitutes an attempt to highlight
the common character of victims’ experiences
when it comes to gender-based violence. How-
ever, women have questioned the assump-
tion of similarity and emphasized the need to
understand the diversity of cases of violence
against women, in relation to different types
of violence and women'’s ability to seek and re-
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tea femeilor de a solicita si de a primi ajutor.

Violenta in familie in cadrul comunitatilor
rome poate fi influentata semnificativ de struc-
turile patriarhale traditionale si de valorile cul-
turale specific rome. Aceste structuri adesea
atribuie femeilor roluri subordonate in familie
si comunitate, limitand accesul lor la resurse,
educatie si oportunitati economice. Multi din-
tre cercetatori considera ca ,violenta in familii-
le de romi reprezinta un subiect foarte sensibil
si, in acelasi timp, complex, aproape de a fi con-
siderat tabu, fenomenul violentei in familiile
de romi fiind mai degraba negat si normalizat,
interpretat ca parte din identitatea femeilor
rome” [17, p. 94].

In acest context, violenta poate fi uneori
perceputd ca un mijloc de control sau de impu-
nere a autoritatii masculine, exacerband vulne-
rabilitatea femeilor si a copiilor la abuz. In plus,
comunitatile rome se confrunta adesea cu nive-
luri ridicate de sdracie si discriminare socialg,
factori care pot agrava dinamica violentei in
familie. Marginalizarea economica si sociala nu
numai ca creste stresul si tensiunile In cadrul
familiei, ci si poate limita accesul la servicii de
sprijin si interventie pentru victimele violentei.

Abordarea violentei in familie 1In
comunitatile rome necesita, prin urmare, o
strategie complexa si integrata care sa tina cont
de specificul cultural si de nevoile comunitatii.
Aceasta implica promovarea egalitatii de gen,
fmbunatatirea accesului la educatie si la piata
muncii pentru femei si crearea unor mecanis-
me eficiente de protectie si sprijin pentru vic-
time. In acelasi timp, este esentiald implicarea
liderilor comunitari si a Intregii comunitati in
procesul de schimbare a normelor sociale care
permit sau perpetueaza violenta. Dialogul des-
chis, campaniile de constientizare si educatia
pentru drepturile omului pot contribui la dez-
voltarea unei culturi a respectului reciproc si a
non-violentei in cadrul comunitatilor rome.

Desi aspectele culturale sunt cruciale
pentru intelegerea si combaterea violentei in
familie, nu ne putem baza doar pe notiuni limi-
tate la identitatea culturala a unei comunitati.
Este important sd se evite etnocentrismul
si relativismul cultural si trebuie dezvoltata
competenta culturald atunci cand se abordeaza
fenomenul violentei in familie [1, p. 6].
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ceive help and support.

Domestic violence within Romani com-
munities can be significantly influenced by
traditional patriarchal structures and specific
Romani cultural values. These structures of-
ten assign women subordinate roles within the
family and community, limiting their access to
resources, education, and economic opportuni-
ties. Many researchers believe that “violence in
Romani families is a very sensitive and simul-
taneously complex subject, almost considered
taboo. The phenomenon of violence in Romani
families is more often denied and normalized,
interpreted as part of the identity of Romani
women.” [17, p. 94].

In this context, violence can sometimes
be perceived as a means of control or imposi-
tion of male authority, exacerbating the vulner-
ability of women and children to abuse.

Moreover, Romani communities often
face high levels of poverty and social discrimi-
nation, factors that can exacerbate the dynam-
ics of domestic violence. Economic and social
marginalization not only increases stress and
tensions within the family but can also limit
access to support services and intervention for
victims of violence.

Addressing domestic violence in Romani
communities, therefore, requires a complexand
integrated strategy that considers the cultural
specificity and needs of the community. This
involves promoting gender equality, improving
access to education and the labor market for
women, and creating effective mechanisms of
protection and support for victims. At the same
time, it is essential to involve community lead-
ers and the entire community in the process of
changing social norms that allow or perpetuate
violence. Open dialogue, awareness campaigns,
and human rights education can contribute to
the development of a culture of mutual respect
and non-violence within Romani communities.

While cultural aspects are crucial for un-
derstanding and combating domestic violence,
we cannot rely solely on notions limited to the
cultural identity of a community.

It is important to avoid ethnocentrism
and cultural relativism, and to develop cultural
competence when addressing the phenomenon
of domestic violence [1, p. 6].
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MATERIALE SI METODE APLICATE.

In aceasta cercetare au fost aplicate o va-
rietate de metode stiintifice pentru a asigura o
perspectiva cuprinzatoare si detaliatd asupra
acestui fenomen. Utilizand analiza sistemica, a
fost examinata structura si functionarea dinami-
cilor familiale rome, luand in considerare multi-
ple componente si interactiunile dintre acestea.
Analiza logica a fost folosita pentru a identifica
relatiile de cauzalitate si influentele reciproce
dintre diferitele aspecte ale vietii comunitare si
manifestarile violentei in familie. Prin metoda
analizei comparative, situatia violentei in familie
din comunitatile rome a fost comparata cu cele
din alte contexte socio-culturale, evidentiind
astfel particularitdtile si provocarile specifi-
ce. Sinteza a permis consolidarea informatiilor
difuze Intr-o imagine de ansamblu, coerenta si
profunda a subiectului, In timp ce clasificarea a
ajutat la organizarea datelor si identificarea ti-
parelor si tendintelor relevante.

Cercetarea s-a bazat pe o gama variata de
resurse, inclusiv literatura de specialitate, care
a oferit perspective critice si teoretice asupra
subiectului, legislatia nationala, care a contex-
tualizat problema in cadrul legal existent, si
studii selective de referintd, care au furnizat
date empirice si analize de caz. Aceastd aborda-
re multidimensionala a contribuit la elaborarea
unei viziuni complexe asupra violentei in fami-
lie In cadrul comunitatilor rome, subliniind ne-
cesitatea unor solutii personalizate si eficiente
pentru combaterea acestui fenomen.

REZULTATE SI DISCUTII.

Modelul de familie patriarhala este pre-
dominant in comunitatile de romi, unde autori-
tatea barbatului ca lider familial este un princi-
piu bine inrddicinat. In aceste familii, puterea
este concentrata in mainile tatalui sau partene-
rului masculin, care dicteaza regulile si ia deci-
ziile importante fara a consulta ceilalti membri
ai familiei. Deciziile sunt adesea comunicate
intr-un mod autoritar, cu putin spatiu pentru
dialog sau negociere.

Relatiile din cadrul acestor familii se
disting prin stabilitate si respectul strict al
ierarhiei, cu un accent deosebit pe supunerea
fata de capul familiei. Stilul de conducere este
caracterizat printr-o rigurozitate ce nu admite
opozitie, reflectand o structura traditionala clar
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MATERIALS AND METHODS APPLIED.
In this research, a variety of scientific methods
were applied to ensure a comprehensive and
detailed perspective on this phenomenon. Us-
ing systemic analysis, the structure and func-
tioning of Roma family dynamics were exam-
ined, taking into account multiple components
and interactions between them. Logical anal-
ysis was used to identify causal relationships
and mutual influences between different as-
pects of community life and the manifestations
of domestic violence. Through the method of
comparative analysis, the situation of domestic
violence in Roma communities was compared
with those in other socio-cultural contexts,
thus highlighting specific characteristics and
challenges. Synthesis allowed for the consol-
idation of diffuse information into a coherent
and in-depth overall picture of the subject,
while classification helped in organizing data
and identifying relevant patterns and trends.
The research was based on a wide range of re-
sources, including specialized literature, which
provided critical and theoretical perspectives
on the topic, national legislation, which contex-
tualized the problem within the existing legal
framework, and selective reference studies,
which supplied empirical data and case analy-
ses. This multidimensional approach contrib-
uted to the development of a complex vision of
domestic violence within Roma communities,
underscoring the need for tailored and effec-
tive solutions to combat this phenomenon.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONSS.

The patriarchal family model is predom-
inant in Roma communities, where the author-
ity of the man as a family leader is a deeply
rooted principle. In these families, power is
concentrated in the hands of the father or male
partner, who dictates rules and makes impor-
tant decisions without consulting other family
members. Decisions are often communicated
in an authoritarian manner, with little room for
dialogue or negotiation.

The relationships within these families
are characterized by stability and strict adher-
ence to hierarchy, with a particular emphasis
on submission to the family head. The leader-
ship style is marked by a rigidity that does not
admit opposition, reflecting a traditionally de-
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definitad. Aceasta dinamica subliniaza o cultura
in care valorile si normele sociale sunt trans-
mise si sustinute prin autoritatea masculing,
indiferent de contextul geografic al comunitatii
de romi. Identificam in literatura de speciali-
tate ideea unanim acceptata precum ca ,struc-
tura patriarhala a comunitatilor traditionale
de romi impune femeii rolul de subordonare
neconditionata barbatului” [12, p. 2].

In familiile de romi, normele si regulile
de comportament sunt fundamentale, respec-
tate cu strictete de toti membrii comunitatii.
Aceste norme, care isi au radacinile 1n traditiile
si valorile culturale transmise din generatie in
generatie, functioneaza ca un cod nescris care
guverneaza viata de zi cu zi si relatiile interper-
sonale. Incilcarea acestor reguli aduce adesea
sanctiuni severe, aplicate conform unui sistem
de justitie intern, cunoscut sub denumirea de
Jlegile tiganesti”.

Aceste pedepse, destinate sa restabileas-
ca ordinea si sa mentina coeziunea comunitatii,
pot varia in severitate, dar sunt notorii pentru
intensitatea lor, uneori ajungand la acte de
brutalitate. Aceste masuri disciplinare reflecta
nu doar un mod de a asigura conformitatea, ci
si un mijloc de a conserva identitatea cultura-
13 si coeziunea grupului. Prin aceasta practica
stricta si adesea severa de auto-reglementare,
comunitatile de romi isi protejeaza valorile
traditionale si 1si mentin structura sociala sta-
bild, consolidand astfel solidaritatea interna si
rezistenta culturala in fata influentelor externe.

In literatura de specialitate se identi-
fica si un alt tip al comunitatilor de romi care
constituie ,familia tulpind”, reprezentand o
reproducere in miniatura a familiei patriarha-
le [2, p. 66]. Acest tip de familie este intalnit in
comunitatile de romi, intrucat sistemul familial
incurajeaza dezvoltarea unor noi casnicii sau
gospodarii, oferind, in limita posibilitatilor, un
anumit suport material si social. Familia tulpi-
nd Ingaduie, asadar, inmultirea familiilor tine-
re, pastrand o relativa interdependenta intre
ele, gratie provenientei din aceeasi matca fami-
liala [2, p. 66].

Violenta In familie In cadrul comunitatilor
rome este un fenomen structural si nu are nimic
de-a face cu patologii sau comportamente agre-
sive, nefiind un fenomen izolat sau ocazional.
Violenta in familie este un fenomen istoric care
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fined clear structure. This dynamic underscore
a culture in which values and social norms are
transmitted and upheld through male authori-
ty, regardless of the geographic context of the
Roma community. In the specialized literature,
we identify the widely accepted idea that “the
patriarchal structure of traditional Roma com-
munities imposes on women the role of uncon-
ditional subordination to men” [12, p. 2].

In Roma families, norms and rules of be-
havior are fundamental and strictly observed
by all community members. These norms,
rooted in traditions and cultural values passed
down through generations, function as an un-
written code governing daily life and interper-
sonal relationships. Violating these rules often
leads to severe sanctions, applied according
to an internal justice system known as “Gypsy
laws.”

These punishments, intended to restore
order and maintain community cohesion, can
vary in severity but are notorious for their in-
tensity, sometimes amounting to acts of brutali-
ty. These disciplinary measures reflect not only
a way to ensure compliance but also a means
of preserving cultural identity and group co-
hesion. Through this strict and often severe
practice of self-regulation, Roma communities
protect their traditional values and maintain a
stable social structure, thereby strengthening
internal solidarity and cultural resilience in the
face of external influences.

In the specialized literature, another
type of Roma communities is identified, which
constitutes the “stem family,” representing a
miniature reproduction of the patriarchal fam-
ily [2, p. 66]. This type of family is encountered
in Roma communities, as the family system en-
courages the development of new households,
providing, within its means, material and social
support. The stem family thus permits the mul-
tiplication of young families while maintain-
ing a relative interdependence among them,
thanks to their origin from the same family
root [2, p. 66].

Domestic violence within Roma com-
munities is a structural phenomenon and has
nothing to do with pathologies or aggressive
behaviors, not being an isolated or occasional
phenomenon. Domestic violence is a historical
phenomenon resulting from patriarchal soci-
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rezultat din societdtile patriarhale caracterizate
prin dezechilibrul dintre femei si barbati de care
se conduc, In continuare, comunitatile rome. Ba-
zat pe o falsa superioritate a barbatului, siste-
mul patriarhal urmareste asigurarea dominatiei
masculine asupra femeilor, cu scopul de a le
controla viata, corpul si sexualitatea. In acest
context, violenta devine un mecanism de control
indispensabil al sistemului patriarhal.

Exceptand brutalitatea si grava raspan-
dire a fenomenului, mai exista inca un aspect la
fel de alarmant: acceptarea sociala a violentei
in familie. Barbatii detin monopolul violentei
si il exercita asupra femeii, deoarece cred ca
sunt Indreptatiti sa o faca, fapt care deriva din
traditiile si regulile istorice ale comunitatilor
rome. Violenta este o problema de putere,
dominatie si control, fiind favorizata in mare
parte de convingeri bine inradacinate, invatate
sau transmise cultural de la o generatie la alta.
Prin urmare, se considera ca femeile rome re-
prezintd unul dintre grupurile cele mai vulne-
rabile din Republica Moldova [12, p. 20], chiar
in raport cu femeile din alte comunitati.

Cele mai multe familii rome sunt carac-
terizate de: casatorii precoce, nelegalizate, lo-
cuirea tinerelor familii cu una din familiile de
origine, numar mare de copii, divortialitate
scazuta etc. Problema casatoriilor timpurii este
strans legata in general de conditiile socio-eco-
nomice precare si de particularitatile culturale
ale etniei rome in special, fapt care a directio-
nat preocuparile cercetatorilor si directiile de
actiune ale institutiilor guvernamentale si ne-
guvernamentale implicate in protectia si pro-
movarea drepturilor copilului [14, p. 7].

Anumite cercetari [13, p. 49] cu privire la
casatoriile precoce in randul tinerelor de etnie
roma arata faptul ca, modelul familial urmat de
generatiile anterioare are o puternica influenta
asupra tipului de relatie familiald pe care aces-
tea decid sa o aiba”. Exista in acest sens o con-
tinuitate, o transmitere Intre generatii a mode-
lului cuplului consensual (mariajul fara acte) ca
forma dominanta de relatie familiala in cazul
femeilor rome [14, p. 7].

Dupa casdtoria timpurie, conform
traditiilor specifice romilor, tinerele sunt de
cele mai multe ori victimizate, iar statutul lor
le determina nivelul de trai in mod dramatic.
Familia de origine ezitd sa le ofere sustinere
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eties characterized by the imbalance between
women and men, which continues to govern
Roma communities. Based on a false superi-
ority of the man, the patriarchal system seeks
to ensure male dominance over women, with
the aim of controlling their lives, bodies, and
sexuality. In this context, violence becomes an
indispensable control mechanism of the patri-
archal system.

Excluding the brutality and severe preva-
lence of the phenomenon, there exists another
equally alarming aspect: the societal accept-
ance of domestic violence. Men hold the mo-
nopoly on violence and exert it over women,
believing themselves entitled to do so, a belief
stemming from the traditional and historical
rules of Roma communities. Violence is a mat-
ter of power, domination, and control, largely
favored by deeply rooted beliefs, culturally
learned or transmitted from one generation to
the next. Therefore, it is considered that Roma
women represent one of the most vulnerable
groups in the Republic of Moldova [12, p. 20]
even in comparison to women from other com-
munities.

Most Roma families are characterized by
early, unregistered marriages, young families
living with one of the original families, a high
number of children, and low divorce rates.

The issue of early marriages is closely
tied to the precarious socio-economic condi-
tions and cultural particularities of the Roma
ethnicity, in particular, guiding the concerns
of researchers and the action directions of
governmental and non-governmental institu-
tions involved in the protection and promotion
of child rights [14, p. 7]. Certain studies [13,
p- 49] on early marriages among young Roma
women indicate that “the family model fol-
lowed by previous generations has a strong in-
fluence on the type of familial relationship they
choose to have.” In this regard, there is conti-
nuity, a transmission across generations of the
consensual couple model (marriage without le-
gal registration) as the dominant form of family
relationship among Roma women [14, p. 7].

Following early marriage, in accordance
with specific Roma traditions, young women
are often victimized, and their status dramat-
ically determines their living standards. The
family of origin hesitates to offer support in
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in caz de violentad din partea partenerului, din
teama de stigmatizare din partea comunitatii
si din cauza posibilelor conflicte inter-familiale
[14, p. 9], care sunt caracteristice comunitatilor
rome si au o incidenta ridicata [15 si 16].

Desi romii din ziua de astazi sunt
emancipati, comunitatile se conduc de acele
Jlegi tiganesti” sau ,legi ale satrei” care deri-
va din traditiile si obiceiurile formate pe par-
cursul evolutiei istorice a acestor comunitati.
in astfel de conditii, societatea roma neagg,
minimizeaza fenomenul violentei n familie si
ascunde acest fenomen, refuzand sa sesizeze
autoritatile publice [12, p. 22].

Recunoasterea, acceptarea stereoti-
purilor false si presupunerilor in legdtura cu
violenta in familie determina ca violenta sa fie
acceptata in comunitate. Mai mult, miturile fal-
se despre barbati si femei, despre comunitatile
de romi legate de violentd le asigura un cadru
favorabil faptasilor de a actiona. Unele cerce-
tari in domeniu releva ideea ca din cauza jus-
tificarii violentei in societatile rome, violenta
in familie este considerata drept o manifestare
normala si ,in unele cazuri este inteleasa ca fi-
ind o identitate a femeilor rome” [1, p. 14].

Astfel, sunt create medii nesigure unde
violenta este tolerata, in care lipsa de intelegere
asupra dinamicii violentei in familie contribuie
la izolarea si blocarea victimelor. Cazurile de
violenta in familie in comunitdtile rome mai
sunt determinate si de cauzele si factorii gene-
rali cum ar fi saracia, somajul, nivelul scazut de
educatie, stereotipurile, consumul de alcool etc.

Prin urmare, se stie ca comunitatile de
romi sunt vulnerabile din punct de vedere eco-
nomic din cauza unui sir de factori [5], dupa
cum urmeaza:

- nivelul scazut de pregatire scolara si
vocationalg,

- pozitia precara pe piata muncii si dis-
criminarea din partea angajatorilor,

- numarul mare de copii din familiile de
romi,

- discriminarea comisa de catre grupul
majoritar,

- implicarea n economia neoficiala.

Suntem de pdrerea ca se poate vorbi in
cazul romilor de un cerc vicios. Fiind saraci, in
marea lor majoritate nu dispun de resurse pen-
tru a-si finaliza pregatirea scolara si profesio-
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cases of partner violence, fearing community
stigmatization and potential inter-family con-
flicts [14, p. 9]. Inter-family conflicts are char-
acteristic of Roma communities and have a
high incidence [15 and 16].

Although today’s Roma communities are
emancipated, they are governed by the “Roma-
ni laws” or “laws of the tent” which stem from
the traditions and customs formed over the
historical evolution of these communities.

Under such conditions, Roma society de-
nies, minimizes the phenomenon of domestic
violence, and conceals this phenomenon by re-
fusing to report it to public authorities [12, p.
22]. The recognition and acceptance of false ste-
reotypes and assumptions regarding domestic
violence, in turn, result in the community’s ac-
ceptance of violence. Furthermore, false myths
about men and women, and about Roma com-
munities related to violence, provide a condu-
cive environment for perpetrators to act. Some
research in the field reveals the idea that due to
the justification of violence in Roma societies,
domestic violence is considered a normal man-
ifestation and “in some cases, is understood as
being an identity of Roma women” [1, p. 14].

Thus, unsafe environments are created
where violence is tolerated, and a lack of under-
standing of the dynamics of domestic violence
contributes to the isolation and entrapment of
victims. Cases of domestic violence in Roma
communities are also determined by general
causes and factors such as poverty, unemploy-
ment, low levels of education, stereotypes, al-
cohol consumption, etc.

Consequently, it is known that Roma
communities are economically vulnerable due
to a series of factors [5] as follows:

- low levels of school and vocational
training,

- precarious position in the labor market
and discrimination by employers,

- large number of children in Roma fami-
lies,

- discrimination by the majority group,

- involvement in the informal economy.

We believe that in the case of the Roma,
there is a vicious cycle. Being predominantly
poor, they lack the resources to complete their
education and vocational training. Many drop
out of school after the 4th, 5th, or 6th grade
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nala. Multi abandoneaza scoala dupa 4, 5 sau 6
clase si In consecintd au probleme in a-si gasi
un loc de munca calificat. Respectiv, neavand
multi dintre ei locuri de munca, se implicd in
munci neoficiale, emigreaza in tarile occidenta-
le sau comit infractiuni inca de la varsta frage-
da. Problema violentei in comunitatile de romi
este una complexd. O atare situatie sustine si
Jincurajeaza” acele traditii cu referire la casato-
riile Intre romi care practic constituie inceputul
actelor de violenta in familie.

Conform unor studii [3, p. 175], In une-
le comunitati de romi, copiii sunt casatoriti
de parintii lor la varsta frageda. Aceasta prac-
ticd este insa interzisa si pedepsitd prin lege.
Populatia rurald de romi deseori sfideaza nor-
mele juridice si continua viata conform norme-
lor si traditiilor proprii. Un exemplu elocvent ar
fi convingerea in unele comunitati de romi ca
pretul unei casatorii creste o data cu varsta: cu
cat varsta fetei este mai inaintata, cu atat pretul
ceremoniei nuptiale este mai mare. Se fac cal-
cule din partea ambelor familii. Parintii fetei
prefera sa o cdsatoreascd la o varsta cat mai
micd, pentru a avea o economie de cheltuieli,
pe cand familia baiatului face un calcul invers,
o femeie in plus in casa Insemnand o fiinta ca-
pabila sa aduca un spor in gospodarie. Statutul
unei nurori In casa socrilor deseori este acela al
unei sclave asupra careia stapanii au drept de
viatd si de moarte.

Panad la varsta de 12-13 ani mireasa ra-
mane la familia sa, dupa care merge la sotul ei.
Daca intre timp sotul moare sau pleaca departe
pentru a munci, sotia este lasata In seama unui
alt membru de familie sau a unui prieten. Sotiile
abandonate ca urmare a unei fapte imorale pot
fi pedepsite prin a fi maltratate fizic prin dife-
rite forme violente. Pe 1anga factorii economici,
exista si o serie de factori socio-culturali care
actioneaza in cazul lor. Diferite cercetari sta-
bilesc ca ,majoritatea fetelor, de la varsta de
13-14 ani traiesc in concubinaj cu viitorul sot
pentru ca asa le cere traditia, iar statul nu ac-
cepta casatoria pana la varsta matrimoniala de
18 ani” [4, art. 14]. O astfel de situatie, in ca-
zul multor fete rome, determina in mod direct
abandonul scolar. Investigatiile realizate in do-
meniu arata ca ,femeile rome, neavand studii
finalizate, fie devin casnice, fie sunt angajate ca
muncitoare necalificate, fie devin prostituate

61

and consequently have difficulty finding quali-
fied employment. Accordingly, lacking employ-
ment, many engage in informal labor, migrate
to Western countries, or commit crimes from
an early age. The issue of violence in Roma
communities is complex.

Such a situation supports and “encour-
ages” those traditions referring to marriages
among Roma, which essentially constitute a
beginning of acts of domestic violence.

According to some studies [3, p. 175], in
certain Roma communities, children are mar-
ried off by their parents at a young age. This
practice is, however, illegal and punishable by
law. The rural Roma population often defies
legal norms and continues living according to
their own norms and traditions. A telling ex-
ample would be the belief in some Roma com-
munities that the price of a marriage increases
with the bride’s age: the older the girl, the high-
er the price of the wedding ceremony. Calcula-
tions are made by both families. The girl’s par-
ents prefer to marry her off at a younger age to
save on expenses, while the boy’s family makes
the opposite calculation, considering an addi-
tional woman in the house as a being capable
of contributing to the household. The status of
a daughter-in-law in her in-laws’ house is often
that of a slave over whom the masters have a
right of life and death.

Until the age of twelve or thirteen, the
bride remains with her family, after which she
moves to her husband’s. If in the meantime the
husband dies or leaves far away for work, the
wife is left in the care of another family member
or a friend. Wives abandoned as a result of im-
moral acts can be punished by being physically
maltreated through various forms of violence.

Beyond economic factors, there is also a
range of socio-cultural factors at play in their
case. Various researches establish that “the ma-
jority of girls, from the age of 13-14, live in co-
habitation with their future husband because
tradition demands it, while the state does not
accept marriage until the legal age of 18” [4,
art. 14]. Such a situation directly leads to school
dropout among many Roma girls. Investigations
in the field show that “Roma women, not hav-
ing completed their education, either become
housewives, are employed as unskilled laborers,
or turn to prostitution or begging” [5, p. 3].
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sau cersetoare” [5, p. 3].

Analizand traditiile, obiceiurile si practi-
cile comunitatilor de romi in contextul relatiilor
de familie, observam ca In majoritatea cazurilor
sunt sfidate si neglijate prevederile legale care
promoveaza drepturile si libertatile fundamen-
tale ale cetatenilor [6, capitolul II] si egalitatea
in relatiile de familie [ 4, capitolul II], ceea ce
in mod direct determina savarsirea unor fap-
te ilicite cu caracter violent si discriminatoriu,
in special a contraventiilor [11, art. 78] sau a
infractiunilor [7, art. 201'] de violentd in fa-
milie. Astfel, constatam cu regret ca in cadrul
comunitatilor de romi sunt savarsite toate ti-
purile de acte de violenta in familie reglemen-
tate de legislatie [8, art. 2].

Prin acele traditii de a solutiona conflic-
tele prin modalitati violente si prin pedepse cu
maltratari se savarsesc acte de violenta fizica.
De exemplu, unii doctori constata diferite ca-
zuri: ,Am avut o datd un caz in care o tiganca
a venit cu nasul tdiat chiar de la baza. Femeia
era toata plina de sange. Ne-a spus ca barbatul
a pedepsit-o pentru ca l-a Inselat...”; un alt caz:
,Barbatul i-a prins In usa degetele de la mana
dreaptd, apoi a inchis usa treptat, pana cand
aceasta a recunoscut ca l-a inselat. Femeia a
ajuns la Spitalul de Urgenta cu degetele zdrobi-
te...”; In alt caz: ,Pentru ca ,i-a pus coarne” bar-
batului, o tigdncusa de 23 de ani a fost pedepsita
sa mearga pe cdrbuni aprinsi ca sa se lecuias-
ca de ,fierbinteli”; cea mai ,usoara” pedeapsa
pentru adulter este tdiatul parului. Cositele
tigancii necredincioase sunt taiate foarte scurt,
cu foarfeca. Pentru tiganca, Ins3, pierderea po-
doabei capilare este cea mai mare tragedie.
Parul scurt este o mare rusine si toata lumea
le aratd cu degetul ca au fost necredincioase”
[9]. Aceste exemple ne determina sa concluzio-
nam ca totusi, conform traditiilor, partenerii, in
special barbatii, isi impun puterea si controlul
unilateral recurgand la modalitatile violente de
solutionare a conflictelor.

Prin faptul cd sunt obligate sa se casato-
reasca la alegerea parintilor sau sa traiasca in
concubinaj de la o varsta interzisa de lege se
savarseste violenta sexuala si spirituald prin care
se subestimeaza sau se diminueazad importanta
satisfacerii necesitatilor moral-spirituale a
aspiratiilor membrilor de familie, a accesului la
valorile culturale, etnice, lingvistice sau religioa-
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Analyzing the traditions, customs, and
practices of Roma communities in the context
of family relationships, we observe that in most
cases, the legal provisions promoting the fun-
damental rights and freedoms of citizens [6,
chapter II] and equality in family relationships
are defied and neglected [ 4, chapter II]. This
directly leads to the commission of various
illicit acts of a violent and discriminatory na-
ture, especially contraventions [11, art. 78] or
crimes of domestic violence [7, art. 201].

Thus, we regretfully note that within
Roma communities, all types of acts of domes-
tic violence regulated by legislation are com-
mitted [8, art. 2].

Through traditions of resolving conflicts
through violent means and punishments in-
volving maltreatment, acts of physical violence
are committed. For example, some doctors re-
port various cases: “I once had a case where
a Roma woman came in with her nose cut off
right at the base. The woman was covered in
blood. She told us that her husband had pun-
ished her for cheating on him...”, another case:
“The man caught her fingers in the door of the
right hand, then gradually closed the door until
she admitted that she had cheated on him. The
woman ended up in the Emergency Hospital
with crushed fingers...”, in another case: “For
cheating on her husband, a 23-year-old Roma
woman was punished to walk on hot coals to
cure her of ‘heat” and “the lightest punishment
for adultery is cutting the hair. The unfaithful
Roma woman’s braids are cut very short with
scissors. For a Roma woman, however, losing
her hair is the greatest tragedy. Short hair is
a huge shame and everyone points fingers at
them for being unfaithful” [9]. These examples
lead us to conclude that according to traditions,
partners, especially men, impose their power
and unilateral control by resorting to violent
means of resolving conflicts.

By being forced to marry at their parents’
choice or to live in cohabitation from an age
prohibited by law, sexual and spiritual violence
is committed, through which the importance of
satisfying the moral-spiritual needs of family
members, access to cultural, ethnic, linguistic,
or religious values is underestimated or dimin-
ished, and a personal value system is imposed
which is often unacceptable [8, art. 2].

Starting from the idea that Roma com-
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se si se impune un sistem de valori personal care
deseori sunt inacceptabile [8, art. 2].

Pornind de la ideea ca comunitatile
rome sunt afectate de saracie, este prezenta si
violenta economica care cel mai des se mani-
festd prin privarea de mijloace financiare, in-
terzicerea dreptului de a poseda, folosi si dis-
pune de bunurile comune, controlul inechitabil
asupra bunurilor si resurselor comune, impu-
nerea la munci grele si nocive in detrimentul
sanatatii, inclusiv a unui membru de familie
minor sau alte actiuni cu efect similar [8, art. 2].
De acesti factori sunt determinate acele acte de
cersetorie sau prostitutie la care sunt supuse
femei tinere, cu copii, sau sunt implicati chiar
copiii Insisi.

Modelul patriarhal al familiilor rome fa-
vorizeaza In special savarsirea violentei psiho-
logice fatd de alti membri de familie, astfel incat
se impune o alta vointd sau controlul personal
care provoaca stari de tensiune si de suferinta
psihica, neglijare, acte de gelozie, izolare de fa-
milie, nerealizare profesionala etc. [8, art. 2].

CONCLUZII.

Familia roma de astazi, in diferite
comunitati, se caracterizeaza printr-o imbina-
re a vechilor obiceiuri, care vin din trecutul ei
istoric, cu elemente de modernitate din lumea
zilelor noastre. Constatam ca se incalca grav
drepturile si libertdtile omului, in special ale
femeilor si ale copiilor din comunitatile rome
datoritd modelului patriarhal al familiilor in
care puterea si controlul total 1l detine exclusiv
barbatul.

In comunitatile rome, violenta in familie
nu este recunoscuta drept fapta ilegala. Totusi,
mai presus este legea care este obligatorie pen-
tru toti indiferent de rasa, religie, nationalitate,
sex etc. In acest sens, considerim ci autoritatile
statului trebuie sa fie mai prudente in cazurile
de potentiale abuzuri in familiile rome, sa in-
tervina In mod obiectiv si pro-activ in vederea
prevenirii si combaterii cazurilor de violent3,
in spiritul Conventiei Consiliului Europei pri-
vind prevenirea si combaterea violentei impo-
triva femeilor si a violentei domestice, conform
careia ,pdrtile vor lua masurile necesare pen-
tru a promova schimbarile in modelele socia-
le si culturale de comportament al femeilor si
barbatilor, in vederea eradicarii prejudecatilor,
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munities are affected by poverty, economic
violence is also present, most often manifest-
ing through deprivation of economic means,
prohibiting the right to own, use, and dispose
of communal goods, inequitable control over
communal goods and resources, imposition
to perform hard and harmful labor to the det-
riment of health, including of a minor family
member, or other actions with a similar effect
[8, art. 2]. It is these factors that drive acts of
begging or prostitution to which young wom-
en, women with children, or even children
themselves are subjected.

The patriarchal model of Roma families
especially facilitates the commission of psycho-
logical violence against other family members,
thereby imposing another’s will or personal
control that causes states of tension and psy-
chological suffering, neglect, acts of jealousy,
isolation from the family, professional unfulfill-
ment, etc. [8, art. 2].

CONCLUSIONS.

The Roma family today, across different
communities, is characterized by a blend of old
customs stemming from its historical past with
elements of modernity from our present world.
However, societal progress has not led to a to-
tal break from the past, with Roma communi-
ties showing greater resistance than the major-
ity of the population to external influences. The
diversity of Roma kinship relations and char-
acteristic customs has been the determining
factor that ensured the preservation of Roma
identity regardless of time and political system.
Yet, we observe that, under these conditions,
human rights and freedoms, especially those
of women and children within Roma communi-
ties, are severely violated due to the patriarchal
family model in which power and total control
are exclusively held by men.

In Roma communities, domestic violence
is not recognized as an illegal act, yet above all,
the law, which is mandatory for everyone re-
gardless of race, religion, nationality, sex, etc.,
prevails. In this regard, we consider that state
authorities need to be more cautious in cases of
potential abuses in Roma families, to intervene
objectively and proactively to prevent and com-
bat cases of violence. Their activity is dictated by
the imperative established by the Council of Eu-
rope Convention on preventing and combating
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obiceiurilor, traditiilor si a altor practici, care
sunt bazate pe ideea inferioritatii femeilor sau
pe roluri stereotipe pentru femei si barbati”
[10, cap. III, art. 12, pct. 1].

Prin urmare, accentul ar trebui pus pe
aspectul de prevenire, in special cel victimo-
logic, a cazurilor de violenta in Incercarea de a
combate la un stadiu timpuriu abuzurile si de
a eradica acele stereotipuri si obiceiuri care
incurajeaza actele de violenta si, prin urmare,
incalcarea drepturilor si libertatilor fundamen-
tale ale omului.

violence against women and domestic violence,
according to which “parties shall take the neces-
sary measures to promote changes in the social
and cultural patterns of behavior of women and
men, with a view to eradicating prejudices, cus-
toms, traditions, and all other practices which
are based on the idea of the inferiority of wom-
en or on stereotyped roles for women and men”
[10, chapter. 1], art. 12, pct. 1].

Consequently, increased emphasis should
be placed on the aspect of prevention, especially
the victimological one, of violence cases in an ef-
fort to prevent abuses early and eradicate those
stereotypes and customs that encourage acts of
violence and, therefore, the violation of funda-
mental human rights and freedoms.
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