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Tolerarea de statele lumii a mercenariatului
pune intr-un pericol extrem de grav securitatea
omenirii, facilitdnd declansarea si intretinerea
conflictelor armate pe mapamond. Printre mdsu-
rile preventive, cel mai frecvent implementate de
legislatiile penale ale statelor europene, se inscrie
incriminarea si pedepsirea penald a activitdtii de
mercenariat. Pentru prevenirea eficientd a merce-
nariatului nu este insd suficient de a adopta mo-
dele incriminatorii si represive. Mai este necesar
de a fundamenta si de a elabora mdsuri prevenite
criminologice, care urmeazad a fi puse in aplicare
la nivel national si international. Fundamentarea
teoreticd a acestor mdsuri preventive trebuie sd
se bazeze pe cunoasterea exactd a factorilor cri-
minologici ce genereazd activitdtii de mercenari-
at. In acest studiu, autorii identificd si analizeazd
posibilii factorii criminogeni care determind sau
faciliteazd sdvarsirea mercenariatului, cu referintd
speciald la Republica Moldova si fostele state din
spatiul ex-sovietic.

Cuvinte-cheie: criminologie, cauzalitate, fac-
tori criminogeni, prevenire, mercenar, mercenari-
at, rdzboi, conflicte militare.

The tolerance of mercenaries by the states
of the world puts the security of humanity in ex-
treme danger, facilitating the initiation and ma-
intenance of armed conflicts on the world map.
Among the preventive measures, most frequently
implemented by the criminal legislation of Euro-
pean states, is the criminalization and criminal
punishment of mercenary activity. However, for
the effective prevention of mercenaries, it is not
enough to adopt incriminating and repressive
models. It is still necessary to substantiate and
develop preventive criminological measures, whi-
ch are to be implemented at the national and
international levels. The theoretical foundation
of these preventive measures must be based on
the exact knowledge of the criminological factors
generating mercenary activity. In this study, the
authors identify and analyze the possible crimi-
nogenic factors that determine or facilitate the
commission of mercenaries, with special referen-
ce to the Republic of Moldova and the former sta-
tes of the ex-Soviet space.

Keywords: criminology, causality, criminoge-
nic factors, prevention, mercenary, mercenary,
war, military conflicts.

INTRODUCERE.

In contextul ultimelor evenimente ce se
desfidsoara pe globul pamantesc, prevenirea
eficienta a infractiunilor de razboi se inscrie
printre subiectele de maxima actualitate, abor-
date de stiinta criminologica. Din categoria in-
fractiunilor de razboi face parte si infractiunea
de activitate a mercenarilor, care in formularea
sa clasica presupune ,participarea in conflicte
armate sau operatiuni militarea a persoanelor
care au calitatea de mercenari”.

J#Activitatea mercenarilor” sau ,mercena-
riatul” constituie o infractiune internationalg,
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INTRODUCTION.

In the context of the latest events taking
place on the globe, the effective prevention of
war crimes is among the most topical topics
addressed by criminological science. The cate-
gory of war crimes also includes the crime of
mercenary activity, which in its classic formula-
tion involves ,participation in armed conflicts
or military operations by persons who have the
quality of mercenaries”.

,The activity of mercenaries” or ,, merce-
nary” constitutes an international crime, which
attacks social relations whose existence and
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care atenteaza la relatiile sociale a caror exis-
tenta si desfasurare normala sunt conditionate
de respectarea regulilor dreptului internatio-
nal umanitar de ducere a razboiului. Activita-
tea mercenarilor este interzisa de Conventia
internationald pentru reprimarea recrutarii,
utilizarii, finantarii si instruirii mercenarilor,
adoptata la New York pe 04.12.1989, si de Pro-
tocolul aditional I adoptat la Conventiile de la
Geneva privind protectia victimelor conflic-
telor armate internationale, din12.08.1949 si
08.06.1977.

Statele contracarante si-au creat meca-
nisme nationale proprii, adaptate la prevederi-
le Conventiilor, prin care se urmareste preveni-
rea activitatii mercenarilor. Cel mai raspandit
model preventiv il constituie modelul juridi-
co-penal, in baza caruia legiuitorul instituie re-
glementari represiv-penale de incriminare si
sanctionare a acestui flagel social. Spre exem-
ply, in legislatia penala a Republicii Moldova,
raspunderea penala pentru activitatea merce-
narilor este statuata la art. 141 C. pen. Potrivit
alin. (1) se pedepseste cu inchisoare de la 5 la
10 ani participarea mercenarului intr-un con-
flict armat, la actiuni militare sau la alte actiuni
violente orientate spre rdsturnarea sau submi-
narea ordnduirii constitutionale ori violarea
integritdtii teritoriale a statului. Potrivit alin.
(2) al aceluiasi articol se pedepseste cu inchi-
soare de la 10 la 15 ani persoana implicata in
angajare, instruire, finantare sau altd asigura-
re a mercenarilor, precum si folosirea lor intr-
un conflict armat, in actiuni militare sau in alte
actiuni violente orientate spre rdsturnarea sau
subminarea ordnduirii constitutionale ori viola-
rea integritdtii teritoriale a statului [1, art.141].

Pentru prevenirea eficientd si instituirea
unui control social asupra fenomenelor infrac-
tionale nu este suficient de a aplica doar ma-
suri represive cu caracter penal. Mai este ne-
cesara elaborarea pe scara larga a unor masuri
specifice cu caracter politic, social-educational,
economic, cultural, etc. In vederea elaborarii
masurilor preventive este obligatorie ,radio-
grafierea criminologicd” a fenomenelor crimi-
nale, radiografie care ar avea drept obiectiv
predilect elucidarea factorilor criminogeni
generatori de fenomene criminale. Anume fac-
torii criminogeni sunt obiectivele tinta asupra
carora se aplica masurile preventive. Acest
lucru este valabil in deplinda masura si pentru
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normal development are conditioned by the
observance of the rules of the international hu-
manitarian law of waging war. The activity of
mercenaries is prohibited by the International
Convention for the Suppression of the Recruit-
ment, Use, Financing and Training of Merce-
naries, adopted in New York on 04.12.19891
and by Additional Protocol I adopted to the Ge-
neva Conventions of 12.08.1949 regarding the
protection of victims of international armed
conflicts of 08.06. 1977.

Countervailing states have created their
national mechanisms, adapted to the provi-
sions of the Conventions, which aim to prevent
the activity of mercenaries. The most wide-
spread preventive model is the legal-penal
model, based on which the legislator establish-
es repressive-penal regulations to incriminate
and sanction this social scourge. For example,
in the criminal legislation of the Republic of
Moldova, the criminal liability for the activity
of mercenaries is stipulated in art. 141 Crimi-
nal Code of the Republic of Moldova. According
to paragraph (1) the person’s act of mercenary
participation in an armed conflict, in military
actions or in other violent actions aimed at
overthrowing or undermining the constitution-
al order or violating the territorial integrity of
the state is punished with imprisonment from 5
to 10 years. According to paragraph (2) of the
same article, the act of hiring, training, financ-
ing or otherwise securing mercenaries, as well as
their use in an armed conflict, in military actions
or in other violent actions oriented towards
overthrowing or undermining the constitutional
order or violating the territorial integrity of the
state [1, art.141].

For effective prevention and the estab-
lishment of social control over criminal phe-
nomena, it is not enough to apply only repres-
sive measures of a criminal nature. It is still
necessary to elaborate on large-scale specific
measures of a political, social-educational, eco-
nomic, cultural, etc. nature. To develop pre-
ventive measures, the ,criminological radiog-
raphy” of criminal phenomena is mandatory,
radiography which would have as its main ob-
jective the elucidation of the criminogenic fac-
tors generating criminal phenomena. Namely,
the criminogenic factors are the target objec-
tives to which preventive measures are applied.
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prevenirea criminologica a activitatii mercena-
rilor. Prin urmare, o premisa absolut necesara
pentru prevenirea mercenariatului o constituie
cunoasterea factorilor criminogeni care deter-
mind geneza acestei manifestari criminale.

OPINII, DISCUTII SI REZULTATE STIIN-
TIFICE.

In general factorii criminogeni nu repre-
zinta altceva decat fenomenele/cauzele care au
generat sdvarsirea de infractiuni/crime. Inain-
te de a caracteriza factorii criminogeni proprii
activitatii mercenarilor urmeaza sa facem anu-
mite precizari.

In primul rand, infractiunea nu este un
fenomen unicauzal la baza caruia ar sta un sin-
gur factor generator, ci este un fenomen pluri-
cauzal reiesit din mai multi factori criminogeni
generatori. Dupa cum mentioneaza distinsul
criminolog A. I. Dolgova, ,nu exista o cauza ge-
nerald, de baz3, care ar explica pe deplin pro-
venienta criminalitatii In toata diversitatea sa”
[3, p.180]. Pe acelasi taram de idei se pronunta
autorul N. Giurgiu, potrivit caruia , O cercetare
criminologica realista trebuie sa plece neapa-
rat de la o abordare pluralistd a criminalitatii,
acceptand ideea ca pentru o criminalitate dife-
rentiata ca natura si structura, trebuie cautata
si o etiologie diferentiata specifica” [4, p.131].

in cel de la doilea rand, la caracterizarea
diferitor factori criminogeni se va lua in con-
sideratie importanta graduala pe care o au la
generarea infractiunii de activitate a mercena-
rilor. In criminologia sovietic3, ca si ulterior in
cea ruseasca, se face distinctie dintre cauze si
conditii ale criminalitatii. Astfel, autorul M. D.
Sargorodski sustine ca ,Prin cauze ale crimina-
litatii in sens larg se au in vedere acele impreju-
rari fara de care aceasta nu ar fi aparut si nu ar
putea exista. Aceste imprejurari insa au un rol
diferit la aparitia criminalitatii. Unele creeaza
posibilitati reale de aparitie a motivelor crimi-
nale, iar altele transforma aceste posibilitati in
realitate. Primele imprejurari constituie cauze
ale criminalitatii, iar celelalte constituie condi-
tii ale criminalitatii” [7, p.30].

in viziunea noastra, folosirea termenului
de ,factori care genereaza criminalitatea” este
mai sugestiva decat cea de ,cauze care gene-
reaza criminalitatea”. Totodata, utilizarea lor
concomitenta nu poate genera confuzii asupra
semnificatiei lor.
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This is also fully valid for the criminological
prevention of mercenaries’ activity. Therefore,
a necessary premise for the prevention of mer-
cenaries is the knowledge of the criminogenic
factors that determine the genesis of this crim-
inal manifestation.

OPINIONS, DISCUSSIONS AND SCIEN-
TIFIC RESULTS.

In general, criminogenic factors repre-
sent nothing but the phenomena/causes that
generated the commission of crimes/crimes.
Before characterizing the criminogenic factors
specific to mercenaries’ activity, we must make
certain clarifications.

First of all, the criminal phenomenon is
not a uni-causal phenomenon based on a gen-
erative factor, but a multi-causal phenomenon
based on several criminogenic generative fac-
tors. According to the distinguished criminol-
ogist Al Dolgova, ,there is no general, basic
cause that would fully explain the origins of
crime in all its diversity” [3, p.180]. The author
N. Giurgiu speaks in the same realm of ideas,
according to which: ,,A realistic criminological
research must necessarily start from a plural-
istic approach to crime, accepting the idea that
for a crime differentiated in nature and struc-
ture, an aetiology must also be sought specific
differentiated” [4, p.131].

In the second place, when characterizing
different criminogenic factors, the gradual im-
portance they have in generating the crime of
mercenary activity will be taken into consider-
ation. In Soviet criminology, including Russian
one, a distinction is made between causes and
conditions of crime. Thus, the author MD Sar-
gorodschii claims that: ,, The causes of crime in
a broad sense mean those circumstances with-
out which it would not have appeared and could
not exist. These circumstances, however, have a
different role in the emergence of crime. Some
create real possibilities for the emergence of
criminal motives, and others transform these
possibilities into reality. The first circumstances
constitute causes of crime, and the others con-
stitute conditions of crime” [7, p.30].

In our view, the use of the term
,Crime-generating factors” is more suggestive
than ,crime-generating causes”. At the same
time, their simultaneous use cannot generate
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Prin urmare, luand in consideratie impor-
tanta si rolul factorilor criminogeni pentru ante-
cedenta cauzala a crimei de ,activitate a merce-
narilor” promovam urmatoarea clasificare:

- Factori criminogeni exogeni care-l de-
termind din exterior pe individ la mercenariat;

- Factori criminogeni endogeni care de-
termind formarea nefavorabild a personalitatii
mercenarului si conduc la aparitia in cadrul con-
stiintei individuale a orientarilor antisociale;

- Factori criminogeni situationali repre-
zentati de situatii concrete 1n care persoana s-a
aflat inainte de comiterea mercenariatului.

Factori criminologici externi.

Razboaiele, conflictele armate internatio-
nale sau regionale. Este factorul politic principal
care std la baza declansarii mercenariatului. Fara
razboi nu exista mercenar, Intrucat mercenarul
este un ,actor al razboiului”. Pentru a invinge si
pentru a-si atinge interesele, partile implicate in
razboi sunt interesate in atragerea militarilor
profesionisti cu experienta de lupta. Fie ca este
vorba de partea beligeranta care exercita agre-
siunea, fie de cea care se apara impotriva agre-
siunii, ,mercenarul” este privit ca un instrument
care poate fi folosit eficient pe campul de lupta.
[storia ne demonstreaza ca de-a lungul timpu-
lui multe razboaie au fost castigate cu ajutorul
mercenarilor, ei fiind niste ,,oameni special pre-
gatiti si platiti pentru a lupta, si care nu repre-
zinta partile beligerante, adica nu sunt cetateni
ai vreunui dintre statele implicate in conflict”.
Starea de haos si anarhie caracteristica razboiu-
lui incurajeaza inrolarea ,criminalilor de razboi
profesionisti” in campul de lupta.

Revolutiile, loviturile de stat si actiunile
violente de schimbare a regimurilor guverna-
mentale. Daca In trecut ,mercenariatul clasic”
era utilizat doar pentru desfasurarea razboaie-
lor, in prezent suntem martori oculari ai unor
tendinte de utilizare a mercenarilor pentru
declansarea revolutiilor, loviturilor de stat si
schimbarii violente a regimurilor constitutio-
nale. Este vorba de o forma ,hibrid a mercena-
riatului”, folosita de statele cu veleitati imperi-
aliste impotriva altor state care intra in sfera
de influenta ori se afla sub pretinsa influenta a
acestora. ,Caracatitele imperialiste” recruteaza
si faciliteaza patrunderea pe teritoriul statelor
victime a persoanelor straine pentru participa-
rea activa la actiuni violente, dezordini de masa
si alte activitati perturbatorii de acest sens.
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confusion about their meaning.

Therefore, taking into account the im-
portance and role of criminogenic factors in the
causal antecedent of the crime of ,,mercenary ac-
tivity”, we promote the following classification:

- Exogenous criminogenic factors that ex-
ternally determine the individual to mercenary;

- Endogenous criminogenic factors that
determine the unfavourable formation of the
mercenary’s personality and lead to the ap-
pearance within the individual consciousness
of antisocial orientations;

- Situational criminogenic factors are
represented by concrete situations in which
the person was before committing the merce-
nary act.

External criminological factors.

Wars, international or regional armed
conflicts. It is the main political factor underly-
ing the mercenary outbreak. Without war, there
is no mercenary, since the mercenary is an “ac-
tor of war”. To win and achieve their interests,
the parties involved in the war are interested
in attracting professional soldiers with combat
experience. Regardless of whether it is the bel-
ligerent side exercising aggression or the one
defending against aggression, the “mercenary”
is seen as a tool that can be used effectively on
the battlefield. History shows us that over time
many wars have been won with the help of
mercenaries ,,people specially trained and paid
to fight, and who do not represent the bellig-
erent parties, i.e. are not citizens of any of the
states involved in the conflict”. The chaos and
anarchy of war encourage the enlistment of
,professional war criminals” on the battlefield.

Revolutions, coups and violent actions to
change government regimes. If in the past ,clas-
sical mercenary” was used only in the conduct
of wars, today we are eyewitnesses of some
tendencies to use mercenaries to trigger revo-
lutions, coups d’état and the violent change of
constitutional regimes. It is a , hybrid form of
mercenary” used by imperialist states against
other states that come under their sphere of
influence or under their alleged influence. The
“imperialist octopuses” recruit and facilitate
the penetration of foreign persons into the ter-
ritory of the victim states for active participa-
tion in violent actions, mass disturbances and
other disruptive actions of this nature, etc. Such
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Asemenea activitati sunt utilizate frecvent in
privinta statelor tinere aparute dupa destra-
marea Uniunii Sovietice. Scopul urmarit il con-
stituie Impiedicarea proceselor democratice si
mentinerea influentei imperialiste ale Rusiei in
privinta acestor state.

Problema organizarii din exterior a unor
lovituri de stat prin implicarea mercenarilor este
deosebit de actuala mai ales pentru Republica
Moldova. In luna februarie a anului curent (2023),
au fost facute declaratii oficiale privind organiza-
rea unei lovituri de stat prin implicarea , merce-
narilor hibrizi” care urmau sa participe la actiuni
de destabilizare, inclusiv violente, de schimbare a
oranduirii constitutionale in Republica Moldova
[9]. Ascet pericol a Intemeiat aplicarea regimului
special de intrare si iesire din Republica Moldova
pentru cetatenii straini, aprobat prin Hotararea
Parlamentului nr.41 din 24.02.2022 privind de-
clararea stdrii de urgenta [2, art.2, pct.1 si pct.9].
Spre exemplu, la data de 27.02.2023, doi cetateni
straini au fost expulzati din Republica Moldova
pentru ca ar fi pregatit un plan de destabilizare a
situatiei interne din tara [8].

Crizele economice, somajul si nivelul de
trai scdzut. Fizionomia juridica a infractiunii de
activitate a mercenarilor include scopul urma-
rit de criminalul de razboi, adica ,,...obtinerea
unui avantaj personal sau a unei remunerari
promise de catre o parte la conflict sau in nu-
mele acesteia...”l. Astfel, la infractiunea de
mercenariat scopul de mijloc il constituie par-
ticiparea la lupta in cadrul unui conflict armat,
iar scopul final, realizat prin intermediul sco-
pului de mijloc, i1l formeaza obtinerea unei re-
muneratii financiare sau materiale. Interesului
material urmarit de mercenar are un impact

1 Potrivit art.130 Cod penal al Republicii Moldova: ,,Prin
mercenar se intelege persoana special recrutatd, in tara
sau in straindtate, pentru a lupta intr-un conflict armat,
care ia parte la operatiunile militare in vederea obtine-
rii unui avantaj personal sau a unei remunerari promise
de catre o parte la conflict sau in numele acesteia, care
nu este nici cetatean al partii la conflict, nici rezident pe
teritoriul controlat de o parte la conflict, nu este mem-
bru al fortelor armate ale unei parti la conflict si nu a fost
trimisa de catre un stat, altul decat partea la conflict, in
misiune oficiala ca membru al fortelor armate ale statu-
lui respectiv”. Codul penal al Republicii Moldova nr.985
din 18.04.2002 // Monitorul Oficial al Republicii Moldo-
va nr.72-74 din 14.04.2009, in vigoare potrivit ultimelor
modificari si completdri din 18.03.2023 (Legea nr.9 din
02.02.2023 // Monitorul Oficial al Republicii Moldova
nr.53-56 din 18.02.2023).
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activities are frequently used with the young
states that emerged after the breakup of the
Soviet Union. The aim is to prevent democratic
processes and maintain imperialist influence in
these states.

The problem of organizing coups through
the involvement of mercenaries is particularly
current, especially for the Republic of Moldova.
In February of the current year (2023), official
statements were made regarding the organiza-
tion of alleged coups involving , hybrid merce-
naries” who would participate in destabilizing
actions, including violent actions to change the
constitutional order in the Republic of Moldova
[9]. This danger was found in the application
of the special regime of entry and exit from
the Republic of Moldova for foreign citizens
approved by Parliament Decision no. 41 of
24.02.2022 regarding the declaration of a state
of emergency [2]. For example, on 27.02.2023,
two foreign citizens were expelled from the
Republic of Moldova for allegedly preparing a
plan to destabilize the internal situation in the
country [8].

Economic crises, unemployment and low
living standards. The legal physiognomy of
the crime of mercenary activity includes the
purpose pursued by the war criminal, i.e. ,,..
obtaining a personal advantage or promised
remuneration by or on behalf of a party to the
conflict...”t. Thus, in the crime of mercenary,
the middle goal is the participation in the fight
within an armed conflict, and the final goal
achieved through the middle goal is the obtain-
ing of financial or material remuneration. The
material interest pursued by the mercenary

!According to art. 130 Criminal Code of the Republic of
Moldova: ,mercenary means the person specially recrui-
ted, in the country or abroad, to fight in an armed conflict,
who takes part in military operations to obtain a personal
advantage or a promised remuneration by or on behalf of
a party to the conflict, who is neither a citizen of a party
to the conflict nor a resident of the territory controlled
by a party to the conflict, is not a member of the armed
forces of a party to the conflict and has not been sent by a
state other than a party to the conflict on an official mis-
sion as a member of the armed forces of the respective
state”. Criminal Code of the Republic of Moldova no. 985
of 18.04.2002 // Official Gazette of the Republic of Moldo-
vano. 72-74 of 14.04.2009, in force according to the latest
amendments and additions of 18.03.2023 (Law no. 9 of
02.02.2023 / / Official Gazette of the Republic of Moldova
no. 53-56 of 18.02.2023).
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determinant la formarea motivatiei infractio-
nale. Decizia individului, de a-si realiza acest
interes pe cale ilegald, este puternic determi-
natd de factori obiectivi cu caracter economic:
crize economice, somaj si nivel scazut de trai.
Mai ales acesti factori economici sunt va-
labili pentru statele din fostul lagar sovietic, din
care facea parte si Moldova. Chiar daca dupa
destramarea URSS-ului au trecut mai mult de
30 de ani, majoritatea dintre tarile din spatiul
ex-sovietic parcurg actualmente tranzitia catre
economia de piata, iar altele se afla intr-o pu-
ternica recesiune datorita crizelor economice
prin care au trecut sau prin care continud sa
treacd. Dupa cum mentioneaza pe drept cuvant
autorii Gh. Nistoreanu si C. Paun, ,,..saracia nu
are doar o dimensiune economicd obiectiva,
dar si una spirituald, dimensiunea subiectiva
se refera la perceptia individuala, la evaluarea
personald pe care individul o face statutului
sdu economic, situatiei financiare intr-un me-
diu social si epoca in care traieste” [5, p.184].
Aceasta dimensiune subiectiva 1i determina
pe unii indivizi sa desfasoare activitati crimi-
nale pentru satisfacerea necesitatilor mate-
riale, inclusiv prin recurgerea la activitati de
mercenariat cu scopul de a obtine remuneratii
financiare. Mai mult decat atat, somajul ,,...ata-
ca In modul cel mai serios echilibrul interior
al individului, punandu-Il in imposibilitatea de
a-si mai realiza, prin mijloace legale aspiratiile
sale” [5, p.184]. Nu este exclus faptul ca pe lan-
ga sdracie, mercenarul mai poate fi determinat
si de dorinta de imbogatire sau de un trai mai
decent decat cel pe care il are. Din interviurile
realizate 1n privinta persoanelor suspectate ca
au desfasurat activitati de mercenariat rezul-
td ca cel mai frecvent implicarea lor In actiuni
militare se realizeaza pe fundalul satisfacerii
interesului material [11]. Acest fapt mai poate
fi cu usurinta dovedit prin analiza situatiei ca-
zuistice a unui barbat de 43 de ani din orasul
Bender, care din interes material s-a inrolat
contra unei remunerari banesti promise din
timp si a participat, In calitate de mercenar,
la conflictul militar care are loc in sud-estul
Ucrainei [13]. V. A. este un alt mercenar cu du-
bla cetatenie, avand-o atat pe cea a Republicii
Moldova, cat si a Federatiei Ruse, care in anul
2018 a decedat pe campul de luptd, dar initial
a fost recrutat pentru desfasurarea activitatilor
de mercenariat contra cost [12]. Sirul acestor

47

has a determined impact on the formation of
criminal motivation. The individual’'s decision
to realize this interest illegally is strongly de-
termined by objective factors of an economic
nature: economic crises, unemployment and
low standard of living.

Especially these economic factors are
valid for the states of the former Soviet camp,
of which the Republic of Moldova is also a part.
Even though more than 30 years have passed
since the breakup of the USSR, most of the coun-
tries in the ex-Soviet space are currently going
through the transition to a market economy,
and others are in a strong economic recession
due to the economic crises they went through
or through which he continues to pass. As the
authors Gh. Nistoreanu and C. P3un rightly
mention: ,,..poverty has not only an objective
economic dimension but also a spiritual one,
the subjective dimension refers to the individ-
ual perception, to the personal assessment that
the individual makes of the status his econom-
ic, financial situation in a social environment
and the era in which he lives” [5, p.184]. This
subjective dimension leads some individuals to
carry out criminal activities to satisfy materi-
al needs, including resorting to mercenary ac-
tivities to obtain financial remuneration. More
than that, unemployment ,,...attacks in the most
serious way the inner balance of the individu-
al, making it impossible for him to achieve his
aspirations by legal means” [5, p.184]. It is not
excluded that in addition to poverty, the mer-
cenary may also be determined by the desire
to getrich or to live more decently than the one
he has. From the interviews carried out regard-
ing the persons suspected of having carried out
mercenary activities, it follows that most fre-
quently their involvement in military actions is
carried out against the background of satisfying
the material interest [13]. This fact can also be
easily proven by analyzing the casuistic situa-
tion of a 43-year-old man from the city of Bend-
er who for material interest enlisted against a
monetary remuneration promised in advance
and participated as a mercenary in the military
conflict taking place in southeastern Ukraine
[13]. VA is another mercenary with dual citi-
zenship, having that of the Republic of Moldova
and the Russian Federation, who in 2018 died
on the battlefield, but was initially recruited to
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exemple poate fi inca mult continuat, deoare-
ce existd un numdr mare de persoane care au
acceptat desfasurarea activitatilor de mercena-
riat din cauza crizelor economice cu care s-au
confruntat si a nivelului scazut de trai de care
au avut parte.

Organizatiile paramilitare. Grupul para-
militar reprezinta o organizatie existenta Intr-
un anumit stat a cdrei structurare si functiona-
litate se bazeaza pe principii militare, insa nu
face parte din fortele armate ale respectivului
stat, dar poate participa la actiunile militare de
partea acestuia. Existenta si tolerarea organi-
zatiilor paramilitare duce la prevalarea mem-
brilor acestor organizatii in coraport cu fortele
militare armate regulate ale unor state. Este
bine cunoscut faptul ca organizatiile paramili-
tare pot fi utilizate pentru realizarea scopurilor
politico-militare in cadrul unui razboi sau con-
flict regional. Totodata, prin intermediul orga-
nizatiilor paramilitare se poate camufla/deghi-
za folosirea ilegala de catre partile beligerante
a mercenarilor In operatiuni militare.

Companiile private militare. Activitatea
acestor companii se desfasoara dupa o ,cutu-
ma” neoficiala, manifestata print-o practica
indelungata de participare in cadrul conflic-
telor armate sau actiunilor militare. In litera-
tura de specialitate se afirma ca ,locul si rolul
angajatilor companiilor militare si de securita-
te private In cadrul conflictelor armate contem-
porane este omniprezent. Serviciile si ponde-
rea participarii acestor persoane atat la nivelul
pregatirii ostilitatilor, cat si direct in cadrul
acestora este diferita” [14, p.87].

Din moment ce angajatii companiilor mi-
litare private sunt remunerati pentru serviciile
prestate, in mod automat acestia au calitatea
de mercenar atunci cand participa la ostilitati
militare pe teritoriul altor state. Inexistenta
unor norme juridice care ar reglementa statu-
tul ,companiilor militare private” reprezinta
unul dintre factorii primari care faciliteaza uti-
lizarea mercenarilor in ostilitdtile militare. In
aceste conditii, companiile militare private re-
prezinta actualmente un ,paravan” prin care se
musamalizeaza utilizarea mercenarilor in acti-
uni militare. Un eventual exemplu in acest sens
ar fi grupul Wagner, care a fost acuzat ca serves-
te interesele unor persoane strict determinate
in numeroase zone de conflict, cum ar fi cele din
Siria, Ucraina, Africa si America de Sud [10].
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carry out mercenary activities for a fee [12].
These are just some examples, but the list can
go on and on because there are a large number
of people who have accepted mercenary activi-
ties due to the economic crises they have faced
and the low standard of living they have had.
Paramilitary organizations. The paramil-
itary group/organization represents an organ-
ization existing in a certain state whose struc-
turing and functionality are based on military
principles, but is not part of the armed forces
of that state, but can participate in military ac-
tions on its part. The existence and tolerance of
paramilitary organizations lead to the predom-
inance of the members of these organizations
among the regular armed military forces of
some states. Paramilitary organizations can be
used to achieve political-military goals within a
regional war or conflict. At the same time, the
illegal use of mercenaries by the warring par-
ties in military operations can be camouflaged/
disguised through paramilitary organizations;
Private military companies. The activity
of these companies is carried out according to
an unofficial ,,custom”, manifested by a long
practice of participating in armed conflicts or
military actions. In the specialized literature, it
is stated that ,the place and role of employees
of private military and security companies in
contemporary armed conflicts are ubiquitous.
The services and the weight of the participation
of these people both at the level of the prepa-
ration of hostilities and directly within them
is different” [14, p.87]. Since the employees of
private military companies are remunerated
for the services rendered, they automatically
have the quality of mercenaries when they par-
ticipate in military hostilities on the territory of
other states. The lack of legal norms that would
regulate the status of ,private military compa-
nies” is one of the primary factors that facilitate
the use of mercenaries in military hostilities.
Under these conditions, private military com-
panies currently represent a ,,screen” through
which the use of mercenaries in military ac-
tions is covered up. A possible example in this
sense would be the Wagner group, which has
been accused of serving the interests of certain
individuals in numerous conflict zones, from
Syria to Ukraine, Africa and South America [10].
Mercenary tolerance. In essence, the tol-
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Tolerarea mercenariatului. in esentd, to-
lerarea mercenariatului constituie un factor
politic care presupune ingaduirea sau trecerea
cu vederea fenomenului de autoritatile statale.
Aceasta activitate de iure si oficial este ilegalg,
fiind chiar incriminata ca infractiune in legea
penald, Insa de facto este permisa. Cel mai des
fenomenul de ,tolerare a activitatii mercenari-
lor” se bazeaza pe sustinerea politica din par-
tea ,factorilor de decizie” ori a altor persoane
interesate, care urmdresc anumite scopuri si
interese ascunse. Nu este exclus ca fenomenul
sa fie tolerat de autoritdti In scop de aparare
impotriva unei agresiuni, atunci cand fortele
armate statale nu sunt motivate sau nu au ca-
pacitatea necesara de a riposta.

Familiile vulnerabile. Familia in calitate
de celulda de baza a societatii este cel mai im-
portant factor social care are valenta asupra
formarii dezvoltarii umane. Anume familia im-
prima personalitatii umane cele mai relevante
standarde valorice, care-i ofera persoanei po-
sibilitatea de a convietui in cadrul colectivita-
tii. Persoanele provin din familii diferite, iar
anturajul si atmosfera din familie da start for-
marii personalititii umane. In cazul familiilor
vulnerabile in care persista violenta, consumul
de alcool sau stupefiante, vagabondajul, cersi-
tul, neglijenta parintilor fata de educatie, etc.,
personalitatea copiilor devine amorfa si lipsita
de standarde valorice. Pe fundalul neglijentei
familiale, acesti copii se simt stresati si mani-
festa ostilitate fata de familie in special si fata
de societate In ansamblu. Manifestand devi-
ante violente, atunci cand devin mature, aces-
te persoane sunt predispuse de-a participa la
conflicte fiind adeseori chiar indiferente fata de
interesele promovate de partile beligerante. La
aceste persoane se poate atesta o motivatie de
ostilitate si de razbunare fata de societate pen-
tru copilaria grea pe care au indurat-o.

Mijloacele de informare in masd. Asis-
tand la finceputul revolutiei tehnologiilor
informationale, suntem martorii unei diversi-
tati exuberante a mijloacelor de informare in
masa, printre care se numara platformele de
socializare. In general, mijloacele de informa-
re in masa au un impact de anvergura asupra
formarii personalitatii umane. Influenta asupra
infractorului este conditionata de aptitudinea
informatiei negative ,..de a stimula convinge-
rile si pornirile antisociale ale persoanei...” [4,
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eration of mercenaries is a political factor that
requires the state authorities to allow or over-
look the phenomenon. This de jure and official
activity is illegal, being even criminalized as a
crime in the criminal law, but de facto it is al-
lowed. Most often, the phenomenon of ,,tolerat-
ing the activity of mercenaries” is based on po-
litical support from , decision makers” or other
interested persons, who pursue some hidden
goals and interests. It is not excluded that the
phenomenon is tolerated by the authorities
to defend against aggression when the state
armed forces are not motivated or do not have
the necessary capacity to fight back.

Vulnerable family. The family as the ba-
sic cell of society is the most important social
factor that has a bearing on the formation of
human development. Namely, the family im-
prints the most relevant value standards on
the human personality, which give the person
the opportunity to live within the community.
People come from different families, and the
environment and atmosphere in the family
start the formation of the human personality.
In the case of vulnerable families where family
violence persists, alcohol or drug use, vagran-
cy, begging, parents’ neglect of education, etc.,
the children’s personality is amorphous and
lacks value standards. Against the background
of family neglect, these children feel stressed
and show hostility towards the family and soci-
ety as a whole. Manifesting violent deviations,
when they become mature, these people are
predisposed to participate in conflicts, being
disinterested in the interests promoted by the
belligerent parties. In these people, one can
attest to a motivation of hostility and revenge
towards society for the difficult childhood they
endured.

Mass media. Witnessing the beginning
of the information technology revolution, we
are witnessing an exuberant diversity of mass
media, among which we also list social me-
dia platforms. In general, mass media have a
far-reaching impact on the formation of human
personality. The influence on the criminal is
conditioned by the ability of the negative infor-
mation ,,... to stimulate the person’s antisocial
beliefs and tendencies...” [4, p.183], that are al-
ready formed.

First of all, it is about aggression. By its
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p.183], care deja sunt formate.

In primul rand, este vorba de agresivita-
te. Prin natura sa, personalitatea mercenarului
se caracterizeaza printr-un anumit nivel de
agresivitate. Este firesc, intrucat agresivitatea
pusa in valoare si manifestatd pe campul de
lupta poate aduce venituri colosale mercenaru-
lui. Promovarea comportamentelor violente pe
care le implica lupta pentru putere si prin care
se pune accent pe rasturnarea prin violenta a
raporturilor de forta pot activa pornirile crimi-
nale ale potentialului mercenar. Filmele violen-
te de pe micile ecrane, cartile si programele ce
promoveaza agresivitatea In mod camuflat sau
pe fatd, sporurile publicitare cu tenta violents,
etc., pot furniza o cale alternativa a persoanei
de a da curs unor impulsuri, emotii, idei, sen-
timente care se aflda in dezacord cu constiinta
morala.

In cel de al doilea rand, mijloacele de in-
formare, mai ales platformele de socializare,
permit diseminarea informatiilor privind re-
crutarea potentialilor mercenari, Invatarea si
instruirea acestora pentru participarea la osti-
litati militare. Mai ales recrutarea clandestina
digitalizata a mercenarilor este deosebit de
raspandita, fapt confirmat de practica judici-
ard. Acest mod original de recrutare prezuma
numeroase avantaje pentru potentialii mer-
cenari: operativitate, clandestinitate, costuri
minime, claritate, diversitate, comunicare la
distants, transferuri de bani, etc. In era digita-
13, pentru recrutarea mercenarilor in spatiul
teritorial-administrativ al Europei de Sud-Est
pot fi utilizate pe larg diverse aplicatii de pe
platformele neguvernamentale de comuni-
care virtuald, cum ar fi: ,Viber”, ,Messenger”,
»WhatsApp”, ,Telegram”, ,Instagram”, ,Google
Drive”, ,Zoom”, ,Skype”, , Echipe Microsoft (Mi-
crosoft Teams si Microsoft Aduce)”, ,TikTok”
si/sau alte categorii de platforme de comuni-
care simulate. Dintre cele mai dinamice si ras-
pandite, putem mentiona urmatoarele: ,Nex-
tiva”, ,Slack”, ,Confluence”, ,Zendesk”, ,Help
Scout”, ,Zoho Desk”, ,Asana”, ,Monday.com”,
,Basecamp”, ,Trello”, ,CloudApp”, ,Google
Hangouts”, ,Guru”, ,Hiver”, ,Dropbox”, ,Loom
(razboiul)”, ,CloudApp” si/sau alte genuri de
platforme de interactiune In mediul online,
care ofera o accesibilitate, comunitate, conecti-
vitate, ecosistem digital, inovare si sustenabili-
tate [6, p.107-108].
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nature, the mercenary’s personality is char-
acterized by a certain level of aggression. It is
natural since the aggressiveness displayed and
displayed on the battlefield can bring colossal
income to the mercenary. The promotion of vi-
olent behaviours that involve the struggle for
power and through which emphasis is placed
on the violent overthrow of power relations can
activate the criminal tendencies of potential
mercenaries. Violent movies on small screens,
violent books and programs, violent advertise-
ments, etc., can provide an alternative way for
the person to act on impulses, emotions, ideas,
and feelings that are in disagreement with the
moral conscience.

Secondly, the means of information, espe-
cially social media platforms, allow the dissem-
ination of information regarding the recruit-
ment of potential mercenaries, their learning
and training for participating in military hostil-
ities. Especially the digitalized clandestine re-
cruitment of mercenaries is particularly wide-
spread in judicial practice. This original way of
recruitment assumes many advantages, among
which we list: operativeness, clandestineness,
minimal costs, clarity, diversity, remote com-
munication, money transfers, etc. In the digital
age, for the recruitment of mercenaries in the
territorial-administrative space of Southeast
Europe, various applications from non-govern-
mental virtual communication platforms can
be widely used, such as: ,Viber”, ,Messenger”,
» WhatsApp”, , Telegram”, , Instagram”, ,,Google
Drive”,,Zoom”, ,Skype”, ,,Microsoft Teams (Mi-
crosoft Teams and Microsoft Brings)”, , TikTok”
and/or other categories of simulated commu-
nication platforms. Among the most dynamic
and widespread, we can mention the following:
,Nextiva”, ,Slack”, , Confluence”, ,Zendesk”,
,Help Scout”, ,Zoho Desk”, ,Asana”, ,Mon-
day.com”, ,Basecamp”, ,Trello”, ,CloudApp”,
,Google Hangouts”, ,,Guru”, ,Hiver”, ,,Dropbox”,
,Loom (the war)”, ,,CloudApp” and/or other
types of interaction platforms in the online en-
vironment, which provide accessibility, com-
munity, connectivity, digital ecosystem, inno-
vation and sustainability [6, p.107-108].

Endogenous criminogenic factors.

The low level of school training and the
lack of qualified studies. The absence of studies
is due to: not attending school, lack of intellec-
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Factori criminogeni endogeni.

Nivelul scdzut de instruire scolarad si lipsa
studiilor calificate. Absenta studiilor este cauzata
adeseori de: abandonul scolar, lipsa capacitatilor
intelectuale, situatia familiara nefavorabila, lip-
sa motivatiei/sustinerii/incurajarii de a studia,
lipsa surselor financiare, etc. Persoanele supu-
se acestor factori sunt in cautarea unui loc de
muncd ,,mai bun”, cu o remuneratie financiara in
limitele aprecierilor subiective, care le-ar oferi
posibilitatea sa-si realizeze visurile si aspiratiile
spre care tind. Fiind aventurati in goana spre un
trai mai bun, ele pot fi usor antrenate un grupari
de mercenari.

Inadaptarea sociald a militarilor pensio-
nati. Militarii sunt genul de persoane care toata
viata sau cea mai mare parte a timpului o pe-
trec purtand uniforma si respectand un regim
special caracteristic profesiei, fiind totodata
implicati in diverse exercitii si/sau aplicatii
tactice de antrenament. Persoanele care prac-
tica o astfel de profesie ajung sa fie obisnuite cu
un asemenea regim, iar militaria este un atri-
but inerent al vietii lor cotidiene. Odata ajuns
la varsta de pensionare, este stiut ca la militar
acest lucru se Intdmpla mai devreme decat la
alte persoane, mai ales 1n spatiul ex-sovietic; in
consecinta, aceste persoane se adapteaza greu
la noile rigori ale vietii cotidiene. Prin urmare,
militarii pensionati sunt susceptibili de a trece
printr-un proces de convertire spre o condui-
td antisociala, care in cazul nostru se refera la
mercenariat.

Este destul de raspandita racolarea in
randul mercenarilor a fostilor militari, mai cu
seama a celor pensionati, care au si o experi-
entd militard necesara de a face fata cerintelor
pe campul de lupta. Inadaptarea absoluta sau
relativa la noile realitati sporeste gradul de
vulnerabilitate a militarilor pensionati fata de
ofertele propuse de cei care realizeaza actiuni
de racolare. Bineinteles ca aceste oferte sunt
intretinute si de recompense materiale gene-
roase, care in conditiile nivelului scazut de via-
ta 1i motiveaza o data in plus de a da curs unor
asemenea propuneri.

Inadaptarea sociald a militarilor concedi-
ati. Procesul de inadaptare este valabil si pentru
militarii care din varii motive au fost concediati
din fortele armate, organele afacerilor inter-
ne ori din sistemul institutiilor de asigurare a
securitdtii statului. Pe langa inadaptarea socia-
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tual capacities, unfavourable family situation,
lack of motivation/support/encouragement to
study, lack of financial sources, etc. These peo-
ple are looking for a ,better” job with financial
remuneration within the limits of subjective
assessments, which would allow them to real-
ize their dreams and aspirations. Being adven-
turous in the rush for a better life, these people
can easily be trained as a group of mercenaries.

The social maladjustment of retired sol-
diers. The military is the kind of people who
spend their whole life or most of their time
wearing a uniform and respecting a special
regimen characteristic of the profession, while
also being involved in various exercises and/
or tactical training applications. People who
practice such a profession end up being used to
such a regime, and the military is an inherent
attribute of everyday life. Once the retirement
age is reached, it is known that this happens
earlier in the military than in other people, es-
pecially those from the ex-Soviet space, these
people find it difficult to adapt to the new rig-
ours of everyday life. Therefore, retired sol-
diers are likely to go through a conversion
process towards antisocial behaviour, which
in our case refers to mercenary. The recruit-
ment of ex-servicemen among mercenaries,
especially retired ones, who also have the nec-
essary military combat experience to meet the
requirements on the battlefield, is quite wide-
spread. The absolute or relative lack of adap-
tation to the new realities increases the degree
of vulnerability of retired military personnel
to the offers proposed by those who carry out
recruitment actions. Of course, these offers are
also supported by generous material rewards,
which in the conditions of the low standard of
living further motivates them to follow through
on such offers.

The social maladjustment of dismissed
soldiers. The maladjustment process is also
valid for military personnel who, for various
reasons, were dismissed from the armed forc-
es, internal affairs bodies or the system of state
security institutions. In addition to social mal-
adjustment, they can feel a strong sense of frus-
tration, determined by failure, disappointment,
isolation and social marginalization. At the psy-
cho-moral level, these people believe that their
value and social importance were significantly
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13, ei pot resimti un puternic sentiment de frus-
trare, determinat de esec, dezamagire, izolare
si marginalizare sociala. La nivel psiho-moral
aceste persoane considera ca prin actul de con-
cediere le-a fost diminuata semnificativ valoarea
si importanta sociali. In aceste conditii, persoa-
nele concediate se regdsesc usor In noua calitate
de mercenar, acest lucru fiind si o posibilitate de
razbunare impotriva sistemului, care la un mo-
ment dat nu a mai avut nevoie de ele.

Antecedentele penale. Reintegrarea per-
soanelor care au executat pedeapsa inchisorii,
mai ales pentru comiterea de infractiuni grave
sau deosebit de grave, este anevoioasa si nece-
sita o perioada indelungata de timp. Deseori, in
perioada executarii pedepsei, individul raméane
izolat, fara sustinerea familiei si a celor apropi-
ati. Aceasta rupturd din lumea de afara are un
impact psihologic deosebit de negativ asupra
personalitatii sale. Dupa executarea pedepsei,
persoana Intampina dificultati In procesul de
resocializare si reintegrare in sanul colectivita-
tii. Pe acest fundal persoana poate cu usurinta
sa accepte ,0 noua aventura criminala”, si anu-
me cea a mercenariatului. Mai ales, acest lucru
se poate intampla atunci cand eliberarea condi-
tionatd a persoanei din detentie este determi-
natd in mod oficial de participarea in calitate de
mercenar la operatiuni militare.

Factori criminogeni situationali.

Curiozitatea. Existenta dorintei unei
persoane de a cunoaste ceva nou o poate de-
termina sa recurga la activitatea criminala de
mercenariat. Prin manifestarea interesului fata
de aceasta activitate, in special cunoscand ca va
fi remuneratd, individul la etapa initiala poa-
te chiar sa nu constientizeze urmarile ce pot
surveni In urma participarii sale in calitate de
»,mercenar” la operatiuni militare.

Traficul de fiinte umane. Acest gen de
infractiune poate servi in calitate de cauza gene-
ratoare a activitatii de mercenar, intrucat exista
o legatura indisolubila intre aceste doua feno-
mene infractionale. Aceastd legatura se bazeaza
pe un scop specific al traficului de fiinfe umane,
adica exploatarea victimei prin utilizarea in con-
flicte armate. Prin urmare, victimele traficului de
fiinte umane pot fi folosite 1n calitate de merce-
nar. Victima este indusa in eroare prin inseldciu-
ne de catre traficant, prin invocarea unor date
neveridice ca fiind adevarate sau prin ascunde-
rea unor date pe care faptuitorul era obligat sa le
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diminished by the act of dismissal. Under these
conditions, the dismissed persons easily find
themselves in the new capacity of mercenary,
being also a possibility of revenge on the sys-
tem, which at a given moment no longer need-
ed them.

Criminal record. The reintegration of peo-
ple who have served a prison sentence, especial-
ly for committing serious or particularly serious
crimes, is difficult and requires a long period.
Often, during the execution of the sentence, the
individual remains isolated without the support
of family and relatives. This break from the out-
side world has a particularly negative psycho-
logical impact on his personality. After the ex-
ecution of the sentence, the person encounters
difficulties in the process of resocialization and
reintegration into the community. Against this
background, the person can easily accept “a new
criminal adventure”, namely that of being a mer-
cenary. Especially, this can happen when the
person’s conditional release from detention is
officially conditioned on participating as a mer-
cenary in military operations.

Situational criminogenic factors.

Curiosity. The existence of a person’s de-
sire to know something new can lead him to
resort to the criminal activity of mercenary.
By showing interest in this activity, especially
knowing that it will be remunerated, the indi-
vidual at the initial stage may not even be aware
of the consequences that may occur for partici-
pating as a ,,mercenary” in military operations.

Human trafficking. Trafficking in human
beings can serve as a generative cause of mer-
cenaries’ activity, as there is an indissoluble
link between these two criminal phenomena.
This link is based on a specific purpose of hu-
man trafficking, that is, exploitation of the vic-
tim through use in armed conflicts. Therefore,
victims of human trafficking can be used as
mercenaries. The victim is misled by decep-
tion by the trafficker, by invoking untrue data
as true or hiding data that the perpetrator was
obliged to inform the victim. The latter, under
the influence of misleading, can end up as a
mercenary without showing his will and with-
out being aware of the cause of the activities he
is going to carry out.
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aduca la cunostinta victimei. Aceasta din urma,
sub influenta inducerii In eroare, poate deveni
mercenar fara a-si manifesta vointa si fard a fi in
cunostinta de cauza asupra activitatilor pe care
urmeaza sa le desfasoare.

CONCLUZIL

In acest studiu au fost prezentati princi-
palii factori criminogeni ai fenomenului merce-
nar existent in statele din spatiul ex-sovietic. In
functie de nivelul la care acestia influenteaza
formarea personalitdtii infractorului, factorii
enuntati au fost clasificati astfel: factori crimi-
nologici externi, factori criminologici interni si
factori criminologici situationali. Clasificarea
este relevanti din mai multe aspecte. In primul
rand, se evidentiaza elementul multicauzal al
fenomenului mercenar, In sensul ca niciunul
dintre factorii mentionati nu este de natura
sa genereze de unul singur savarsirea acestei
crime de rizboi. In al doilea rand, clasificarea
urmeaza sa fie luatd In considerare de catre or-
ganele specializate in activitatea de elaborare
si implementare a masurilor preventive. Fiind
pe deplin constienti ca alti factori criminogeni
pot sta la baza genezei activitatii mercenarelor,
asteptam sugestiile, criticile si opiniile cititori-
lor, care cu siguranta vor fi luate in considerare
in studiile de perspectiva ale fenomenului.

CONCLUSIONS.

In this study, the main criminogenic fac-
tors of the mercenary phenomenon existing in
the states of the ex-Soviet space were present-
ed. Depending on the level at which they influ-
ence the formation of the criminal’s personal-
ity, stated factors were classified as follows:
external criminological factors, internal crim-
inogenic factors and situational criminogenic
factors. The classification is relevant in several
aspects. First of all, the multi-causal element of
the mercenary phenomenon is highlighted, in
the sense that none of the mentioned factors is
likely to single-handedly generate the commis-
sion of this war crime. In the second place, the
classification is to be taken into account by the
bodies specialized in the activity of developing
and implementing preventive measures. Being
fully aware that other criminogenic factors can
be the basis of the genesis of mercenaries’ ac-
tivity, we await the readers’ suggestions, crit-
icisms and opinions, which will certainly be
taken into account in the perspective studies of
the phenomenon.
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